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September 7, 2017 

 

 

 

The following report contains research, photos and recent discoveries on the East Smithfield 

Neighborhood Center, aka Esmond Hall located at 7 Esmond St., compiled by members of the 

Smithfield Historic Preservation Commission for the purposes of uncovering the original uses of 

the building as well as showcasing the history of the social and recreational importance to the 

residents of Esmond Village and the Town of Smithfield since 1851. 

 

 

We are very excited about the prospect of having this building again usable and brought back to 

its former historic appearance ready for another century of use by the Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

Robert Leach, RA, NCARB, Chair 

Katie Law, Vice Chair 

Smithfield Historic Preservation Commission 
 

 

 

 

 

Town of Smithfield 
64 FARNUM PIKE 

SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND  02917 

Telephone (401) 233-1017 

Fax (401) 233-1091 

SMITHFIELD HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
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Preliminary Research and Findings of Fact 

Research Compiled by Robert Leach, RA. and Katie Law, Smithfield Historic Preservation 

Commission 2017 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

The East Smithfield Neighborhood Center, the Center, (aka, Esmond Hall) is a one-story end gable to the 

street, wood frame building located at 7 Esmond Street in Esmond, Rhode Island. The earlier main hall 

structure, having been adapted and enlarged to expand its many uses over time, has been joined by 

additional spaces configured as a complex but still represents the significant recreational, educational, 

commercial and religious needs of this former mill community spanning the 19th, 20th and early 21st 

centuries. 

The structure's interior and architectural features having never been investigated until now and its role in 

this early mill community only having been researched in a broader context, its historic significance was 

overlooked. With the discovery of these intact historic construction details, documentation of numerous 

earlier uses, the site and potentially the earlier structure having a relationship to RI Governor Philip 

Allen's ownership, it is now recognized as a rare and important building type in Smithfield. The Center 

and site are now Listed on The Smithfield Register of Historic Places. 

The Center, while not currently listed on the National Register, is a significant historic community 

resource that based on recent research performed by our Historic Preservation Commission, sheds new 

light on the significance of the structure and its past uses. The structure, (c.1851 & 1906) in its earliest 

uses, was provided by the mill owners for the mill community, ( qoute ... RIHPHC Note--- it provides a 

surviving example of the recreational life of 19th, 20th and early 21st century mill village. Over numerous 

incarnations and town names: Allenville, Enfield, Esmond, Smithfield, this modest Greek Revival 

structure has been used for/as a school, chapel, bowling alley, town wide school graduation exercises, 

local theater (silent and sound movies), pool hall, Town Library, square dancing, Halloween parties and 

currently town wide events of all kinds including church services, youth dance classes and a Boy Scout 

Troop. 

 

SITE 

 

The property is situated on a skewed axis, the Esmond Street facade oriented to the Southeast.The 

property is bounded on the South and West by a diagonal line, this remnant of the Railroad track "right of 

way" still exists as an undeveloped utilities right of way by National Grid. The original railway, ( NY & 

NH & H RR, 1873)  proceeded from  Providence to Worcester, MA with a siding at the existing Esmond 

Mill buildings passing the Center and continuing along the Woonasquatucket River into the Georgiaville 

National Register Historic District (Fig 42 p.31). To the North, the site abuts the remains of the original 

dam structure, exposed portions of the stone embankment are still intact. This corner of the mill pond 

illustrated on 19th and 20th century maps, (1905 W.F. Keene, C.E.) as outflow to the "trench", i.e. 

headrace, continued next to our property and crossed under Esmond Street to power the mill. The original 
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mill pond configuration can still be seen but the waterfall spillway is much reduced, the dam breach is 

topped by a pedestrian bridge as part of Esmond Park. (Fig.86 photo of Esmond park) In very close 

proximity toward the North and East, the Center shares a property line with the 1813 Allenville Mill 

Storehouse, (Fig.90) (from Smithfield Recon Report Blackstone page 10). This stone -rubble structure 

constructed by Philip Allen was part of the original factory as laid out with the supervision of Architect 

John Holden Greene (1), it was placed on the National Register in 1972, (Footnote 1 Greenwood, RI 

History Vol. 46 Nov. 1988; Zachariah Allen, Diary, 1821-24, 2 Mar. 1822, ZAMC) 

The recreational center is located near the Woonasquatucket River within the John H. Chafee 

Blackstone River Valley National Park and still overlooks the red brick Esmond Mill structures to the 

East. 

 

 

EXTERIOR  

 

The building as originally conceived, was set back from the roadway on a slightly sloping lot, this grade 

change necessitated a set of stairs and a landing at the front entrance, as well as a raised granite faced 

foundation. The first period of construction provided a gable end to street placement, with a somewhat 

lower roof pitch (7 in 12), typical for Greek Revival structures. This earliest configuration was 

constructed as a 32.5' by 40.5' building with an additional projecting wing to the Northwest of 20.3' by 

15.3', an exact match of the Union Church foundation plan (1905 Pope/Keen Fig.37). This evidence still 

exists in the crawl space below where the original granite foundation was reused on three sides when the 

main hall was expanded, but the foundation of this wing projection was abandoned in place. Floor 

reconstruction photos from the 1950's show this condition, (Figs.51-52). Subsequent gable roof 

expansions of the main hall and ells to either side stretched the hall to 62 ft in length with additions of 22' 

by 104' to the East and 30' by 40' to the West. 

The original clapboarded exterior walls are currently obscured by T-1-11 siding. 

 

INTERIOR  

 

Recent discoveries have included the uncovering of the earlier heavy timber structure, exposing of the 

intact frame of the 18-foot-tall by 61-foot-long elliptical vaulted ceilings, arched windows and the once 

concealed original balcony and movie projector room. The 4 (four) hardwood flooring bowling lanes are 

still intact. 

A steel bank vault door exists at the end of the main hall it is conjectured that this may have been used as 

a mill payroll vault. 

Numerous construction techniques were observed in comparing early structure (1851) with 1906 framing. 

(See figs.5,21,22,23,24,25,26,27) 
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The East Smithfield Neighborhood Center in Current Conditions 

 

 

Figure 1 East Smithfield Neighborhood Center showing main hall and left wing (SHPC 2017) 

                                           

Figure 2 Base moulding corner plstr.                           Figure 3 Capitals at corner bds.                                       Figure 4 Clapboard 
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Figure 5 1906 frame roof  (SHPC 2017)                           Figure 6 Interior vaulted roof structure above drop ceiling, main hall 

                                                            

                Figure 7 Roof peak, iron sag rod in foreground, projector vent pipe visible, flag pole remnants at rear center 
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Figure 8 Mouldings under arch ceiling soffit at ends                                            Figure 9 Roof flag pole remnants, street side interior 

 

                                               Figure 10 Fan light above school room south, boarded up on exterior 
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Figure 11 Taken on balcony, metal projector room door visible, street side fan window visible at top right also boarded up on 
exterior (SHPC 2017) 
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Figure 12 Councilwoman Cavanagh inspects balcony through trap door above street side restroom, original lathe/plaster, 
moulding intact 
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Figure 13 Projector room windows                       Figure 14 Intact projector room, concrete floor visible 

 

                

                           Figure 15 Main hall facing street, balcony and projector room above ceiling at far end 
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                                            Figure 16 Right wing, former bowling alley, lanes visible on flooring 

     

Figure 17 Right wing, former school room etc.                                              Figure 18 Interior of vault door at rear of main hall 
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Figure 19 Laser level, front of main hall                                      Figure 20 View from main hall into club area, office beyond  

 

                                                       

                                       Figure 21 9 over 6 sash c.1906 (this photo is not current condition, photo taken 1954) 
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                                                                  Figure 22 2017 peg mortise and tenon joint at boxed eave 

                  

Figure 23 Early timber truss                                                Figure 23  Heavy timber of early Greek Revival structure with iron bolt                           
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                                                                                             Figure 24 (above)  Reused joists 

                                                      

                                                                                         Figure 25 Reused Beam 

× Note: Mortise pockets for early, Butt *& Cog Joint for floor joists 
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                                                                               Figure 26 Foundation of early wing 

 

        

                                                                     Figure 27 Mortised wall stud to eave girt 

× Note: Note Scribe Rule markings and hand saw tenon cuts 
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                                                           Figure 28 Robert Leach, Architect Roof Framing Diagram 
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                                                                                       Figure 29 Robert Leach, Architect 
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                                                                                     Figure 30 Robert Leach, Architect 
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A History of the Mill Village of Esmond from its Inception as Allenville c.1812 

History of the State of Rhode Island with Illustrations 

Albert J. Wright, Printer 

No. 79 Mille Street, corner of Federal, Boston 

Hong, Wade & Co., Philadelphia 1878, p. 306-311 

 

ñAllenville This place takes its name from its founder, Mr. Philip Allen. It is nearly, if not quite, 

dependent upon the factory; and the growth of one is substantially the growth of the other. This Mr. Allen 

purchased a tract of land from Mr. Eseck Smith, and erected a mill, it is said, about the year 1812. This 

mill antedates the one at Georgiaville, and if the date of its erection be indeed correct, it can claim the 

honor of being the first mill of its kind built in the town. In 1825, the mill was enlarged and improved by 

the addition of a building 40x80 feet. In 1858, the property was purchased by Mr. Earl P. Mason, who 

subsequently sold it to its present owners, the Smithfield Manufacturing Company. This was July 10, 

1860. The Property has been materially improved by the addition of new machinery, besides remodeling 

of the buildings.ò 

Picturesque Rhode Island: Pen and Pencil Sketches 

1881, Wilfred H. Monroe 

ñThe Churches in town are as follows: a Baptist Church at Greenville, a Freewill Baptist Church at 

Georgiaville, at Allendale (sic Allenville) a free Church which has no settled Minister, but in which any 

Protestant clergyman is allowed to hold serviceséò      

Historical and Architectural Resources of Smithfield 

RI Historical Preservation Commission 

1992 

p.10      

 

 ñThe Woonasquatucket River was first harnessed to run two new textile factories in the southeast corner 

of Smithfield in 1813. Philip Allen, brother of Zachariah who later became a leading textile manufacturer 

and who erected a mill in nearby Georgiaville, erected a cotton mill and several subsidiary buildings, 

including a rubblestone storehouse which still stands at Esmond Avenue. Philip Allen created a small mill 

village by erecting houses for his workers along Esmond Street and Maple Avenue. In 1849, a 

schoolhouse was built, and in 1851, Men built a church in the village. Through midcentury, the village 

was known as Allenville.ò 
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                                                                                        Figure 31 1870 Beers Atlas 

                                                                  

                                                                           

                                                                                    Figure 32 Governor Philip Allen 
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Earl P. Mason 

-Deed information from the assigns of Philip Allen- 

Record of Deeds book 32, p.460 

Central Falls City Hall 

Recorded June 23rd, 1858 

Amos D Smith, Zachariah Allen, and George Nightingale, Grantors 

Earl P. Mason, Grantee 

-Deed information, land acquired and added to ñCotton Mill Estateò 

Record of Deeds Book 33, p. 211 

Central Falls City Hall 

Recorded August 20th, 1859 

Joseph Farnum, Grantor 

Earl P. Mason, Grantee 

 

History of Providence County, Rhode Island 

New York: WW Preston & Co., 1891 

Vol. II  

p.219 

ñIn 1857 the mill property passed from Governor Allen to Earl P. Mason, Henry Lippitt and otherséò 

*Henry Lippitt, pictured on following page, 33rd Governor of Rhode Island 1875-1877 

 

                                                                  

                                                         Figure 33 Henry Lippitt, photo courtesy of Preserve Rhode Island 
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Smithfield Manufacturing Company  

Record of Deeds Book 35, p.209 

Recorded July 10th, 1860 

Central Falls City Hall 

Earl P. Mason, Grantor 

 

Record of Deeds Book 2, p. 348  

Recorded April 23,1879  

Trust Mortgageeôs Deed, Rhode Island Hospital Trust, (Grantor) 

Recorded in the Town of Smithfield 

 

-In this record, Smithfield Manufacturing Company has defaulted its mortgage for a period of over 90 

days, and as such is subject to part and parcel auction.  

 

ñWhereas, heretofore the Smithfield Manufacturing Company , a Corporation created by the General 

Assembly  of the State of Rhode Island, by its deed bearing date September 1st 1876 and recorded in the 

Town Clerks office in the Town of Smithfield in said state Real Estate Mortgage Book No. 2 at page 211, 
conveyed the estate hereafter described (together with other property) in fee and in mortgage to the Rhode 

Island Hospital Trust Company, a corporation created by said General Assembly, in trust, to secure 

certain bonds executed by said Manufacturing Company, and with a provision and power that in case of  

 

default in the payment of said bonds, or the interest due thereon or any part thereof, when payable and 

continuance of such default for the term of ninety days that said Trust Company should stand and be 

seized of said granted estates and premises.ò P.348 

 

-As such, the premises and machinery went for auction. An excerpt from above mentioned mortgagee 

deed reads as follows; 

 

ñMortgagees sale of valuable manufacturing property will be sold at public auction on Wednesday April 

23rd, 1879 at 12 oôclock on the premises.ò 

 

ñAll that mill estate situated at Allenville, so called in the Town of Smithfield, in said State of Rhode 

Island, 8 miles from the city of Providence, on the Providence and Springfield Railroad, which has its 

station in the heart of the property. The estate comprises about 11 ½ acres of land, one stone mill building 

of 4 stories, two buildings of 2 stories one of stone and one of wood, and one stone building of 1 story, 

with a machine shop, blacksmiths shop, and various other out buildings, several dwelling houses, 

boarding houses of stone or wood, together with dams, water rights, an all other rights of every 

description on or connected with said estate, and together with all machinery fixed and movable, and tools 

and apparatus of every kind now in said mills or upon said estate. The machinery includes 220 looms and 

about 10,000 spindles, with all the necessary preparation.ò 

 

ñThe plat annexed to said Trust Mortgage deed titled, óThe Cotton Mill Estate, Smithfield, RI, belonging 

to the Smithfield Manufacturing Company.ô Reference is hereby made, as a part of this deed for a full 

description of said estate hereby conveyedéò 
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Figure 34 Map of Cotton Mill Estates Belonging to the Smithfield Manufacturing Company 1858, courtesy of Smithfield Town 

Hall 
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                        Figure 35 1870 Beers Atlas, Allenville insert showing Smithfield Manufacturing Company 

 

William H. Pope/ Enfield period 

Record of Deeds book 2, p. 348  

Recorded April 23rd, 1879  

Smithfield Town Hall 

 

Mortgage Deed 

No. 2 Mort. p.461 

Thomas Donahue, Grantor 

Recorded October 2nd, 1905 

Smithfield Town Hall 

 

Representative Men and Old Families of Rhode Island 

Volume 1 

J.H. Beers and Co. Chicago 

 

ñIn 1871 Mr. Pope engaged in the cotton success that attends good business ability and honest principles, 

and he continued in this line until 1878. In that year, he purchased of the Smithfield Manufacturing 

Company the mill and village called Allenville, in the town of Smithfield. The first mill on this site was 

erected in 1813 by Gov. Philip Allen. Mr. Pope renamed the village Enfield, after his birthplace in 
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Massachusetts. He was successful in this venture from the start, and from time to time as business 

warranted, he added to the equipment of the mill, and Enfield became one of the most prosperous mill 

villages in Rhode Island. He so managed his affairs that in times when all the other mills were idle his 

continued to run. He was a shrewd, far seeing business man, and was strictly just and honest in all his 

dealings. With his employees he was very popular, each one looking on him as a friend, and there was 

never a strike in his establishment.ò 

ñHe continued his manufacturing business at Enfield until 1902, when he closed down the mill and retired 

to devote his entire time and attention to his other interestséò  

ñA few months before his death he disposed of the mill and other property at Enfield.ò 

 

 

                                                                   
                                Figure 36 William H Pope photo from Representative Men and Old Families Of Rhode Island Vol. 1 

 

History of Providence County, Rhode Island 

New York: WW Preston & Co., 1891 

Vol. II  

 

p.218 

 

ñEnfield is a hamlet on the Providence and Springfield railroad, and consists of a few houses, a store, and 

a post office, and is the seat of the Enfield Mills. Major William Smith was the first settler in this locality. 

In 1813 the late Governor Philip Allen purchased land of Eseck Smith, a descendant of Major William 

Smith, and erected a small cotton mill, and the place was called Allenville. It retained this name until 1881, 

when a post office was established and the name was changed to Enfield.ò 

ñThere is one church building open to all denominations, and in which Reverend G.B. Cutler, of the Baptist 

Church of Georgiaville, frequently holds services.ò 

 

p.219 

 

ñIn 1849 the citizens erected a school house, and in 1851 Governor Allen built a house for public worship 

and gave it to the citizens of the village. There is a Sabbath school maintained in the place.ò 

 

ñIn 1857 the mill property passed from Governor Allen to Earl P. Mason, Henry Lippitt and others; in 1867 

into the ownership of the Smithfield Manufacturing Company, and in 1879 to William H. Pope, who runs 
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the business under the style of the Enfield Mills. This company manufacture (sic) print goods and employ 

(sic) constantly about 150 hands. Arnold Knight is superintendent of the works.ò 

 

1895 Map 

 
Enfield inset:  

 

 
Figure 37 1895 Providence County Everetts & Richards map of Smithfield, Enfield inset 

 

 

 

× Note: Union Church 

location 

× Note: Store location to 

right of tracks, what is 

currently known as the 

East Smithfield 

Neighborhood Center is  

now located between the 

tracks and the store. In 

this map that area of the 

lot is vacant. 
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1905 Map 

Plat of the Enfield Mills Belonging to William H. Pope 

By W.F. Keene, C.E. 

 

Figure 38; Book 48 Plat Map Doc# 1439 Recorded May 5, 1905  
Smithfield Town Hall 

                                   

× Note: Union Church in lot 2 

with complete dimensions. 

× Note: Lot 1 featuring only 

Allenville Stone Store. 
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The sale of the Enfield Mills 

A Pawtucket Times 

 August 14th,1905  

Enfield Mills to Go At Auction 

 Article lists the dwellings to be auctioned off with the mill as, ñalso 12 parcels of village property, 

including cottages, double houses, four-family houses, and a public hall.ò 

 

 

  

The Esmond Mills/ Harold A. Whitman 

Record of Deeds Book 10, p. 287 

Recorded December 14th, 1906 

Town of Smithfield  

Harold A. Whitman, Grantor 

 

ñThat certain Mill Estate situated in or near the village of Enfield in the town of Smithfield in the State of 

Rhode Island and known as the Enfield Millséò 

ñé.as the same are shown and delineated on that plat entitled, óPlat of the Enfield Mills belonging to 

William H. Pope by W.F. Keene, C.E. May 1905ô on record in the office of the town clerk in Smithfield, 

and comprising also all the property conveyed to Thomas OôDonahue by deed from William H. Pope 

dated October 2nd 1905éò 

 

 

Providence Sunday Journal 

October 21st, 1906 

Big New Mill Will Transform Enfield 

 

ñThe village of Enfield is not beautiful in any sense of the word. It consists of about a score of very 

ordinary mill tenements and a few private residences clustered in a haphazard way along the highway on 

the eastern side of the railroad. There is a little one-story school building near the centre of the village, 

and with the exception of a small church, which is owned by the proprietors of the village, it is the only 

public building in the settlement.ò 

ñA short time after the village was sold under the auctioneerôs hammer, Clarence Whitman and his son, 

Harold Whitman of New York came to the place and made a close inspection of the tenements and water 

privilege and spent considerable time among the natives in making inquiries concerning the class of help 

that had been employed in the village and the wages that had been paid.ò 

ñAfter the property was transferred in spite of the fact that the men to whom it had been deeded refused to 

make known their names, there came a rumor that the new concern did not intend to start up the old mill, 

but were planning to erect a large plant that would greatly increase the importance of the village. This 

rumor was confirmed by the appearance of a small army of Italian laborers in the town one morning 
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which began to tear down the old mill, pull dilapidated houses apart and make excavations on the banks 

east of the railroad tracks for the foundation of large building.ò 

ñThe large sand banks which flanked the railroad on each side of the tracks north of the station 

were removed and several buildings were moved to make way for the improvements.ò 

 

 

              
                                                 Figure 39 Photo Courtesy of Historical Society of Smithfield 

× Note: This view is taken from the hill on Lot 2 on the 1905 William Pope/Keene Map, looking 

south with original Philip Allen Mill weavers shed in left frame. 

× Note: The above-mentioned article and quote reference removing these sand banks flanking the 

railroad on lots one and two, as well as moving several buildings.  

× Note: At this time Lot 2 is occupied by the Union Church, while Lot 1 is occupied by the 

Allenville Stone Store with the entirety of the left of the store being a vacant lot. 

× Note: To left of railroad track labeled Lot 1 is remains of hill excavated for railroad tracks 1873 

× Note: It is conjectured due to recent findings that the Union Church was moved to lot 1, adjacent 

to the Allenville Stone Store and is now known as the East Smithfield Neighborhood Center. 

× Note: The Allenville Stone Store and the East Smithfield Neighborhood Center are the only 

remaining non-residential structures from the early mill history of this village. 
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                                                            Figure 40 Courtesy of Historical Society of Smithfield 

× Note: The East Smithfield Neighborhood Center is visible just beyond the Allenville Stone Store 

at right.  

× Belfry still attached, temporary wood front steps come down and bear towards stone store. 

× Conjectured that this photo is soon after the Esmond Mills moves this building from Lot 2 of the 

1905 Pope/Keene map to Lot 1 

× Note: Lot 2 of Pope/Keene map now vacant 
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                                                                  Figure 41 Postcard, Esmond Mills 
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Figure 42 Courtesy of Historical Society of Smithfield, Neighborhood Center top left 

 


